to-date summary of the challenges that both trainees and consultants may encounter in their practice.
The handbook offers a comprehensive review of the perioperative management of patients undergoing thoracic anaesthesia. This includes rare but often urgent cases that may present in units that do not have a large thoracic surgical load. The chapter on thoracic trauma has an excellent summary of all the potential problems and treatment management that every trainee should read to get an overview of the patients they may encounter at short notice.
At the end of each chapter is a short list of further reading, which mainly includes review articles on peer reviewed consensus guidelines regarding the condition discussed and anaesthesia management. This is a valuable starting point for readers who wish to pursue the chapter subjects in more detail.
I recommend this handbook to all trainees and departments as a valuable addition to their library. This book should be available to all anaesthetists in major hospitals undertaking thoracic surgery, especially trauma.
P. E. LiLLiE Adelaide, South Australia SAQs for the Final FRCA. J. Shorthouse, G. Barker, C. Waldmann. Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK; $79.95; 150×233 mm; pp. 364; ISBN 978-0-19-958328-7. As a Final FANZCA examiner whose particular interest is setting and co-ordinating the final SAQ paper, I was keen to look at this book to assess its usefulness for our own candidates. This is one of several books available for UK candidates, including publications from the exam department of the Royal College of Anaesthetists. There are fewer options available specifically for our own candidates although there are ongoing exam reports on the college website, which include significant details regarding the SAQ paper
As I looked at the book I was impressed by how many examples were set out for potential candidates, but several things struck me regarding the place of this book for our own candidates.
First, it should be remembered that there is a different set-up for the written component of our own final exam; we have 15 short answer questions to be written in 150 minutes (i.e. 10 minutes each),
